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VOCABULARY

queen [MALKE] 73%n 7
[MORDKhE] "7
man’s name (Yiddish
equivalent of Mordecai)
[MO’RDKhELE] y%'377n
endearing form of Mordkhe
Purim p 78
plan &% 997
Persia y0qyp
to obey 12985
to forget joyaand
to present 1b>yvuw | 9’85
friend (—) 72298 W7
generations 9yT3°poTIP
dear children JybayTp
to beat PRYY
[sh(A)LAKhMONES] nan-n%w
Purim presents
play (1) e 7
player (o) Wy v Y1
jump 1yaIEY

1 See footnote on p. 106.

over dMN
to invent ORI | O’
1YARAVAENR) 192y | BN
to hang
to kill jyasyaa | n'w
[AXKhAShVEYRESH] Wy mwny
king of Persia, also
known as Ahasuerus
to persuade 17y9 | 32K
instead of w/RLWIR
Purim rattle 9yax9as 997
small Polish coin jwgna 7
Persian minister [HOMEN] i
also known as Haman
[HO'MENTASh] (1) wRL-I™A Y7
triangular Purim pastry
made with poppy seed
[vo’'NTEVL] Y3wr-p1 ORT
holiday (endearing)
to survive jayb jarba qayb
tOmorrow JaTNn
minister JyuoM WI
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EXERCISES

A. Translate into Yiddish:

1. Our (=the) friends visited us a week ago. 2. I like the
book. 8. Good morning, Mr. Feldstein. 4. Good morning,
Mr. Berg, how are you? 5. Well, good night. 6. Good night.
7. 1 [do] indeed want it for myself. 8. In the daytime it is
warm (you know) . 9. At night it is not very (==so) warm.
10. Rokhl never tells me a lie. 11. Everybody is (=all are)
gay today in [your] honor (of you). 12. The whole family
is at our house. 13. I did not know that there is so much
gold in the world. 14. He is always at home except in the
evening. 15. This story is also told differently. 16. I have
heard it already, anyway. 17. Be so good as to (=and) give
me a little time. 18. I never have enough time. 19. Hello,
Dovid, what happened to you? 20. I want you to look at
me, please.

B. 1. Name ten kinship terms in Yiddish.

2. Form three sentences with 1y95 and three.with j0¥2.

8. Write four sentences about the weather.
4. Write two sentences each with 1ynb"R and 1 13y,
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C. Make indirect objects out of the nouns, pronouns, or phrases

given in parentheses:

W (1) AIRT 1Ym 2 S0n (TR) vbYEYs Bo5wtay YUR b .1
THR2 BRI OT JYWRD VY2 4 WRIYA (O07) TR 2NT O¥N 3 M R
SYPE%Y T 1HYLRIIR 185V (W) HED .5 (YURY YT) 1IwbMy
IR BIVIW ORN IRD .7 SIRT LW X (TP ORT) 12YAYA AT TR 6
1oPEIYT PR SRT 0% 9 WBY (PXR) T 122 PR 8 WA (N)
JRY X ORN L(WTIP OT) ART .10 NRLYI W7 PR 0N (YRRN )

D. Write the Yiddish equivalents to I like the book, you like

book, and so on for the other persons.

E. Translate into Yiddish:

1. Please finish eating (infinitive). 2. My (=the) mother
cannot drive a car. 3. We have to get a little money. 4. We
helped them work, you know. 5. Has it ceased snowing
(infinitive) ? 6. Yes, it has started raining. 7. The child
began to laugh. 8. They let us go where (=where to) we
wanted to go.

the
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F. Using as many of the following words as possible, write a theme
of 100-150 words describing your daily meals:

drink (ypnavYl) 1PV
meat p»YH O¥1
soup BY °7
bread vva oyt
egg (y) N ORT
vegetable (1) 0373 087
fish (—) w6 W7

stuffed fish @b yv2bys »1
canned foods myop °7
sandwich () wOMTIPO W7
chocolate TR%8p8Y W7
coffee YMRP °7
milk 15m "
tea » 1

G. Translate into Yiddish:

1. The man worked hard.

breakfast joraaya’sR o87
lunch (dinner) agpm 937
supper yywu’yn

for breakfast, etc. J0229Y2°R "R
meal () B2X%¥N WT

fork Ypya W7

knife =yoyn 991

spoon %By% 7y1

glass 1893 1

plate ay%yv W7

kosher [KOshEr] W3

full vgr

hungry pyann

cook, boil 198p

2. Afterwards he sang and

danced gaily. 3. I saw how cleverly you won. 4. You can
speak freely. 5. He looked at us warmly. 6. He started with
difficulty (=hard), but he finished well. 7. He started well
but he has not finished yet (=yet not finished) . 8. He gets
letters often. 9. The children play well, but you play badly.
10. It is raining a little (=a small rain goes).

H. Change the singular nouns into the plural and the plural nouns
into the singular; make the appropriate changes in the articles.

Iy W oobn M yrrT oW

L25n W7 DINDMBY DX W

by v WwoRayd oymm

bP™T  ORT Wwuyb W1 anpwn 7
PO 1 menbn 01 WoRgWR W
v goyy 7 il < e S |

mm " TIRVVENR W a7

BUMR YT ™ "M oY v

I. Conjugate in the past and present tenses and in the imperative:

JO%T IBRNOMR .3

MR P 2

vy Povard .l
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

Answer the following questions in English:

1.

Ne T e e

© ®

10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

15.
16.

17.

18.
19.

20.
21.

22.

When and where did Yiddish originate?

How did Yiddish spread eastward?

How far to the east did Yiddish spread in Europe?

What do the terms “Sephardic” and “Ashkenazic” designate?
Where do western Yiddish dialects survive?

When was Yiddish brought to the other continents?

What was the approximate number of Yiddish speakers in
the world in 1935?

Where was the largest concentration?

. What were the characteristics of the anti-Jewish measures

of the German government prior to World War II?

When and where did the Germans introduce ghettos for the
Jews?

How was ghetto life organized?

In what way did Jewish spiritual resistance manifest itself
early in the ghetto period?

In what years, and by whom, was the extermination of six
million Jews executed?

Where did the Jewish guerrillas come from? What was
their role?

When and where did the largest ghetto uprising take place?

What elements of the Jewish population formed the bulk of
the survivors of the catastrophe?

Why is the second half of the nineteenth century so im-
portant in Yiddish literature?

Why is Mendele Moykher-Sforim considered a classic writer?
What were the main characteristics of Sholom Aleichem'’s
writing?

What was Peretz’s contribution to Yiddish literature?

Which period is considered the Golden Era of modern Yid-
dish literature?

In what ways can the subject matter of Yiddish literature
be said to have been widened in this period?
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23.

24,

25.
26.
27.

28.

29.
30.
31
32.

33.
34.
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What two types are represented in the oldest specimens of
Yiddish literature?

What great author of the old period is known to us by
name?

When did Yiddish appear in print?
When was the Bible translated into Yiddish?

What types of Yiddish literature flourished in the 17th and
18th centuries?

Which three of the Jewish holidays date back to Biblical
times?

What are some customs connected with Peysekh?

What was the original significance of Shvues?

What holiday is celebrated by eating in tabernacles?

What are the events celebrated by Khanike and Purim,
respectively?

What do the two annual days of sorrow signify?

How are some of the minor holidays celebrated?



